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BARD Notes


Accident Reporting Overview
Under federal regulations (33 CFR Part 173; Subpart C – Casualty and Accident Reporting) the operator of any numbered vessel that was not required to be inspected or a vessel that was used for recreational purposes is required to file a Boating Accident Report (BAR) when, as a result of an occurrence that involves the vessel or its equipment:

	1. A person dies; or
	2. A person disappears from the vessel under circumstances that indicate death or injury; or
	3. A person is injured and requires medical treatment beyond first aid; or
	4. Damage to vessels and other property totals $2,000 or more*; or 
	5. There is a complete loss of any vessel.
	
*Please note that the damage threshold changed from $500 to $2,000 on July 2, 2001.
 
If the above conditions are met, the federal regulations state that the operator or owner must report their accident to a reporting authority. The reporting authority can be either in the state where the accident occurred, the state in which the vessel was numbered, or, if the vessel does not have a number, the state where the vessel was principally used. The owner must submit the report if the operator is deceased or unable to make the report. 

The regulations also state the acceptable length of time in which the accident report must be submitted to the reporting authority. Vessel operators or owners must submit:

	1. Accident reports within 48 hours of an occurrence if:
		a. A person dies within 24 hours of the occurrence; or
		b. A person requires medical treatment beyond first aid; or
		c. A person disappears from the vessel.
2. Accident reports within 10 days of an occurrence if there is damage to the vessel/property only. 

The minimum reporting requirements are set by Federal regulation, but states are allowed to have stricter requirements. For example, some states have a lower threshold for reporting damage to vessels and other property. 
	
Federal Regulations (33 CFR 174.121) require accident report data to be forwarded to Coast Guard Headquarters within 30 days of receipt by a reporting authority.

Our website is uscgboating.org.  Our annual statistics report can be found at http://www.uscgboating.org/statistics/accident_statistics.php.  At the back of the report is the aforementioned BAR form.



Explanation of Data
The Coast Guard received a request for Boating Accident Report Database (BARD) for calendar years 2009-2023.  Information in this file was last updated 12 July 2024.

Data in BARD has historically been stored in four linked tables: The “ReleasableAccidents” table provides an overview of the accident including the time/date/location, weather conditions, narrative and accident events/causes.  The “ReleasableVessels” table provides information specific to the operator and vessel.  The “ReleasableDeaths” and “ReleasableInjuries” tables provide information specific to the casualties.  Tables are linked by the following key fields: BARDID and VesselID.  

The accidents included in the responsive files met federal reporting requirements in 33 CFR 173 and/or Coast Guard policy.  

These files are composed of records that the federal government received permission to release.   Not all states/jurisdictions gave the Coast Guard the permission to release records. 

For years 2009-2022, the Coast Guard did not have permission to release data from the following jurisdictions: California, Oregon, and Puerto Rico.  Thus, the records (2429 accidents involving 3281 vessels, 310 deaths, and 1739 injuries from the 2009-2013 database, and 4071 accidents involving 5521 vessels, 543 deaths, and 2547 injuries from the 2014-2022 database) from these jurisdictions were deleted.

For the year 2023, the Coast Guard did not have permission to release data from the following jurisdictions: California, Guam, Massachusetts, Northern Mariana Islands, and Oregon.  Thus, the records (446 accidents involving 646 vessels, 55 deaths, and 226 injuries) from these jurisdictions were deleted.

In addition, there were states that prohibited the release of some of their data.  For years 2009-2023, Arizona, Kansas, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, North Carolina, Texas, Utah, and Washington prohibited the release of vessel registration numbers and hull identification numbers.  Thus, the content in fields were deleted for the aforementioned states.  Massachusetts prohibited the release of ages or medical information.  Thus, data that referenced medical information such as the cause of death, injury type, area of injury, severity of treatment, and cause of injury was deleted from the database.  Pennsylvania prohibited the release of information on operators, victims, events, causes, and the narrative. 

The data provided reflects a collaboration of state and Coast Guard efforts.  For most of the records in the database, state law enforcement agencies submitted information in the Coast Guard’s Boating Accident Report Database (BARD).  The Coast Guard then reviewed and standardized data so that it could be used for the annual statistics publication of boating accidents and registration.  The database provided reflects the values after Coast Guard standardization, and may not be the same data that the state originally submitted.  

Please note that the data collection has changed over time.  The BARD data dictionary can provide some insight regarding the introduction of new fields, and whether they were required to be reported per regulation.

To locate contact information for States, please visit www.NASBLA.org. 
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